Preface Rejecting the Preventive War Hypothesis Since the established historiography can hardly 
counter the objectivity of a preventive strike of the Wehrmacht against the Red Army, historians who 
have to accept Stalin's war preparations and the march of the Red Army to the offensive now claim that 
Germany did not know anything about these offensive preparations. Therefore, it could not have been a 
preventive war. Bogdan Musial is a representative of such a view, saying: "The decisive factor in the 
whole debate, however, is the fact that the German side had no knowledge whatsoever of the state of 
the Soviet armed forces, let alone of the state of the preparations for a war of aggression, which were in 
full swing. Thus, there was no immediate reason on the German side for a preventive war. "1 Manfred 
Messerschmidt, in his discussion with representatives of the preventive war thesis, also states: "The 
danger is presented as threatening at any time. In the face of it, there was nothing left but the attack, 
with which the Wehrmacht had forestalled the Red Army by a hair's breadth..... In this way, the revived 
preventive war thesis combines the rehearsed linguistic usage of the Prussian-German general staff with 
an attempt to construct a current threat. This thesis pretends to know more than the German general 
staff was able to determine even after the attack had begun. In this respect, it is close to Hitler's and the 
OK W's propaganda statements. "2 And Jiirgen Férster even says: "At no point in the military planning 
was there a threat perception of the Red Army on the German side." 3 The book "Preventive War?" 
goes on to say: "For it has also been convincingly demonstrated in the mirror of self-testimonies of the 
political and military leadership of the German Reich that there had been no threat from the Soviet 
Union on the eve of June 22, 1941." 4 So the current threat from the East was supposed to have been 
constructed. What an error! Let us simply examine the truth of these assertions and what the documents 
of the reconnaissance organs of the Wehrmacht and de- ven actions in the run-up to the German- 
Soviet war available here say about them. The subject of this study This part on the immediate 
prehistory of the German-Russian war of 22. June 1941, compiled in two volumes, is not a 
comprehensive consideration of the historical events of the years 1939 to 1941, but rather an 
examination of the military-political and military processes of this period from the point of view of the 
Wehrmacht, with the aim of conducting an analysis of the reconnaissance documents of the 
Wehrmacht in the eastern direction, to compare them with the actual deployment of the Red Army and 
its planning, to establish a relation to the actions of the Wehrmacht and to contribute to the uncovering 
of the causes for this military confrontation, thus to examine which side acted and which reacted. 
Despite the almost infinite complexity of political, ideological, military-political, military, diplomatic 
and economic facts and contexts in the years 1939 to 1941, this study deals only with a narrowly defined 
sub-area of the immediate preliminary stage of the German-Russian war of 1941, the state of the 
reconnaissance of the Soviet Union's attack preparations and their processing by politics and the military 
up to Hitler's decision. The presentation of some important episodes, which can be called causal for the 
development of the war, on the basis of the documents of the Wehrmacht and significant sources led to 
important statements. A critical examination of the falsification of this development in the run-up to the 
war by the established historiography is also part of this work. In this respect, this II. Part II on the 
reconnaissance of the threat from the East and the pre-emptive actions of the Wehrmacht is not a 
history book, but a study for specialists, military historians, military officers and all readers interested in 
military history. Correctly Dr. Stefan Scheil sees four preconditions for the recognition of the enterprise 
Barossa as a preemptive strike, which must have been present: "1. long-term attack plans of the 
attacked, in this case the USSR, in this case in the direction of Germany." and "3. Military preparations 
by the attacked party, in this case the USSR, indicating an imminent attack by it." Irrefutable evidence 
that these conditions are met has been provided by a large number of historians in the past, including in 
Part I of the stu- die "Germany in Stalin's Sight." And he continues: "2. knowledge of such long-term 
attack plans by the later aggressor, in this case the German Reich" and 4. knowledge of these military 


preparations by the aggressor, in this case the German Reich. "5 To find an answer to points 2. and 4. is 
the objective of this II. part of the study. Meanwhile, a delimitation of the considerations seems 
necessary in order not to allow a preconception of one-sidedness of the investigations. The 
Memoianduni/declaration of war of the Reich Government, handed over by von der Schulenburg to 
Molotov in the Kremlin on June 22, 1941, contained the following summary of the causes that forced 
the Wehrmacht to take these preventive military actions: "In summary, therefore, the Reich 
Government declares that the Soviet Government, contrary to the obligations it has assumed: 1. has not 
only continued but intensified its attempts at decomposition directed against Germany and Europe; 2. 
has made its foreign policy increasingly hostile to Germany; 3. has marched up to the German frontier 
with its entire armed forces ready to jump. Thus the Soviet Government has broken the treaties with 
Germany and is about to stab Germany in the back in its struggle for existence." 6 While the attempts 
of Stalin to decompose Germany mentioned in pt. 1 were not examined in this study, and the foreign 
policy of Stalin and the German Reich was mentioned only to the extent necessary, the reconnaissance 
of the deployment of the armed forces of the Soviet Union and the resulting threat situation are 
examined comprehensively and in detail. The Documents The basic statements of this study are based 
on the documents of the Wehrmacht, all prey documents of the Red Army, whose authenticity is 
proven by indication of the origin, the compilers, the date, the secrecy notes and signatures. Stamps of 
receipt, processing notes, marginal notes and clear traces of use prove that these documents formed the 
basis of the actions of the staffs and troops of the Wehrmacht. In this respect, these documents differ 
pleasantly from such more than questionable "documents" as the "HoBbach-" or the "Schmundt- 
Protokoll." Only the documents of the Wehrmacht, documentary publications as well as the documents 
of the General Staff of the Red Army were used to prove the actions of the Red Army. To round out 
the statements of the Wehrmacht documents, war diaries related to the subject of this study were used 
from the war diaries of the High Command of the Wehrmacht, Halder's war diaries, and the Naval 
War Command, which are generally recognized as sources, even by established historiography. 
Although all documents and sources have been known for a long time and have been extensively 
evaluated, and new documents can probably no longer be discovered, the author nevertheless believes 
that he must again begin with these documents and present them in detail in order to be able to arrive at 
truthful statements that deviate from the prescribed historiography. Some quotations included from 
memoir literature or from contemporary witnesses were not meant to serve as evidence, but only to 
possibly deepen the evidence about the Wehrmacht's pre-emptive strike and to separate facts from 
opinions. The reproduction of a large number of archival military documents of the Wehr- power was 
done completely or, due to their extent, in excerpts, in order to offer skeptics of the results of this study 
the opportunity for self-conviction. It was also to be excluded that established historians or compliant, 
nevertheless unsuspecting parroters dismiss the conclusions drawn here as fake news or conspiracy 
theory. Due to the abundance of available reconnaissance documents, only a few, often only in excerpts, 
as well as summarizing the essence of the contents, could be compared and commented on with the 
Russian documents.... The structure of the study/method In order to ensure the evidential value of the 
statements made, the methodological structure underlying the study is the principle of ascending 
knowledge from the particular (the detail, the documents, tables, graphs) to the particular 
(summaries/conclusions of the parts) and to the general (overall conclusions). Cover sheets, although 
without much content, were usually included as they help to prove the authenticity of the documents 
and often document the period of submission. Quotations were taken verbatim from the original, even 
with errors in wording, spelling or punctuation. Different spellings of many terms result from this 
mostly exact reproduction (e.g.: Tippelskirch "..Sowjet-Union...") and the current spelling according to 
the Duden, Ulm 2000. May 18, 2021 Dr. rer. mil. Bernd Scbwipper I. Chapter Brief Outline of the 


Organization and Conduct of Reconnaissance in the East in the Run-up to the German-Russian War 
The Peculiarities of Reconnaissance in the Direction East For the organization and conduct of 
reconnaissance vis-a-vis the Soviet Uni- on and the Red Army as well as the naval fleet, there was a 
whole series of peculiarities due to earlier cooperation, the supposed partnership relations and subsequent 
total isolation. After the conclusion of the German-Russian Treaty of Rapallo, a partially close 
cooperation between the Red Army and the then Reichswehr developed between 1921 and 1933 on the 
initiative of General von Seeckt. 
The Russian side 

was interested in using the high technical level of the Germans in building up its armaments industry 
and in training its officer corps, while the Reichswehr, unobserved by the Entente, intended to gain 
experience in the use of those weapons (weapons of air warfare, tank warfare and the use of gas) which 
had been banned by the Treaty of Versailles. The first German fighter school was established at the 
Lipetsk airfield (Tambov region). In the spring of each year, the Lipetsk station received about 20 
aircraft developed in Germany for civilian purposes, which were further developed and converted here 
for military use. The Luftwafte's dive bomber was also developed here. There were joint training 
programs for aircraft pilots. About 300 officers received their flying training here. However, prototypes 
of Soviet aircraft were also made available to the prospective pilots, as contractually agreed, while 
Germany had undertaken to provide one example of each newly developed aircraft and to permit its 
reproduction without royalties. As late as 1940, the Soviet Union had purchased from Germany two 
Dornier Do 215 bombers, two Junkers Ju 88 dive bombers and five Messerschmitt Me 110 destroyers. It 
is noteworthy that Hitler had not vetoed any of these purchases. As Kesselring reported, even more 
recently Luftwaffe development engineers had toured the Soviet Union and reported on a 
comprehensive factory and armament program.1 The Panzerwaffe had had its training and development 
station near Kazan since 1930. The armorers practiced together with the Red Army. At times they even 
wore Russian uniforms. With regard to tank technology, however, only the basics were developed here. 
Goring, referring to the Luftwaffe, and Guderian for the Panzerwaffe stated that without this early 
cooperation the high striking power of the Wehrmacht would not have been achieved by 1939. Even 
for the development of warfare agents, there was a larger area in southern Russia that was also used. In 
1927/1928, for example, a training and testing center for gas warfare was set up near Saratov.2 There 
were exchanges of experience and reciprocal troop visits. The military attaché in Moscow, Major 
General Késtring, reported on numerous visits by Russian troops and participation in Russian maneuvers 
and exercises, as well as on the participation of high-ranking Russian officers in German maneuvers, 
most recently in 1933, whereby the Germans, Késtring complained, were much more open about their 
military secrets, while the Red Army increasingly blocked insights. It is also worth remembering the 
joint victory parades of German and Russian units after the Polish campaign, such as the joint victory 
parade in Brest-Litovsk on September 22, 1939, and the joint organization of the repatriation of 
Germans from the Russian-occupied territories of the Baltic states, western Belarus, western Ukraine 
and Bessarabia, and northern Bukovina. The political support initially given by the Soviet Union against 
the stipulations of the Versailles Dictate, the German-Soviet non-aggression pact of August 23, 1939, 
the border and friendship treaty of September 28, 1939, a large number of economic agreements and the 
establishment of a more national development in the Soviet Union temporarily created a kind of limited 
situation of trust between National Socialist Germany and the socialist system under construction in the 
Soviet Union. The result was, on the one hand, a good if not entirely up-to-date knowledge of the 
peacetime state of development of the Red Army up to the early 1930s, of its armament, equipment and 
its capabilities, but, on the other hand, the neglect of detailed reconnaissance and the creation of long- 
term bases for the organization of reconnaissance, partly due to Hitler's ban on reconnaissance of the 


Soviet Union and the Red Army, With the beginning of the total isolation of the Red Army, favored by 
the social system of the USSR, around 1940/1941, there was consequently a lack of information about 
current developments, such as the modern tank T-34, the superheavy tank KW, about the structures of 
the restructuring of the tank weapon and formation of powerful mechanized corps, which began in 
1940 on the German model. Let's take a brief look at the different reconnaissance possibilities of the 
Wehrmacht in the eastern direction, the intelligence reconnaissance, the Ge- heimdienst (Amt 
Ausland/Abwehr), the activity of the diplomatic services/military attaches, the photo reconnaissance 
and Géring's research office, the forces available, the times of the beginning of their reconnaissance 
activity as well as the results achieved. In answering the question about the share of the different types of 
reconnaissance in the acquisition of information about the threatening developments in the East, one 
must give absolute priority to photographic and telecommunication reconnaissance, but must not 
underestimate the importance of information from the diplomatic services, especially in London and 
Paris (Chapter II), as well as information obtained by intelligence services (Géring's Research Office). 
The Foreign Armies East - Center of Reconnaissance Activity in the East The Foreign Armies East of 
the Wehrmacht were responsible for the processing of the reconnaissance results achieved in the 
direction of the East and the information activity about it. The Foreign Armies East as a division of the 
General Staff were subordinated to the Oberquartiermeister IV, also responsible for the Foreign Armies 
West Division, and formed the center of intelligence gathering and evaluation in the Army High 
Command. From the reports of the listening service (radio and wire reconnaissance, from 1942 called 
intelligence reconnaissance), air reconnaissance and close troop reconnaissance, but also from publicly 
available materials, the Foreign Armies East Department compiled the information and reconnaissance 
reports on the foreign armies (armed forces of the USSR, the Scandinavian countries and the Balkan 
states, Turkey and China, Japan and until December 1941 even the American states). This distribution 
of tasks is also confirmed by Erich Helmdach, Major i.G. and temporarily active in the Foreign Armies 
East, Group II. "The OQIV (Oberquartiermeister of the author) or the Abt. Fr. H. Ost and West were 
not "the military intelligence service of the OKH," but the agencies which were responsible for the 
evaluation of intelligence about the armies concerned in peacetime (in wartime of enemy intelligence, 
ie., the processing of the enemy situation)." 3 The head of enemy intelligence processing were the 
Foreign Armies (OKH), Foreign Air Forces (in the OKL), Foreign Marines (OKM) departments in the 
respective high commands of the Wehrmacht. The responsible head of the 12th Department (of the 
Foreign Armies East) in the High Command of the Army, newly founded in 1938, was Eberhard 
Kinzel, then Major, later Colonel i.G., from 05 November 1938 until May 1942. In 1938, this 
Department was divided into two groups and was expanded by a third shortly before the outbreak of 
war. Group II was responsible for the Soviet Union, the Far East and Scandinavia. It had 4 officers (2 of 
them supplementary officers). This group worked for more than 9 months without a responsible leader. 
This paucity of personnel and the fact that the Soviet Union was one of many states to be observed 
during the years 1939 to about February 1941 seriously limited its effectiveness during the period under 
consideration. 4 Although the information activity of the Foreign Armies East on the Red Army in 
1939/1940 initially relied primarily on the evaluation of officially available sources, nevertheless, 
according to the reconnaissance results in the Ic divisions, quite a bit of revealing information was 
provided that is worth analyzing more closely for its significance and comparing with the actual 
development and actions of the Red Army. When the need for increased reconnaissance activity against 
the USSR and the Red Army arose in the face of an emerging threat situation in the East, it was very 
difficult to put it into action effectively in the shortest possible time. The processing of the 
reconnaissance results was carried out by the enemy situation officers of the Ic divisions of the staffs of 
the army groups/tank groups, the army high commands, corps and divisions, by whose general staffs 


only a qualified processing of the information could take place, but who were not yet on the ground. A 
number of deficiencies in Kinzel's work, but especially an inadequate assessment of modern 
developments and the combat capabilities of the Ro- ten Army, as Halder had to discover after the 
Wehrmacht began operations, led to Kinzel's replacement. Nevertheless, the reconnaissance information 
of the Fremden Heere Ost (Cf. the reconnaissance documents in the following chapters.) clearly shows 
the Russian buildup and preparatory steps for a military confrontation with Germany. On 01 April 
1942, Lieutenant Colonel Gehlen assumed provisional command of the 12th Division of the General 
Staff Foreign Armies East. The Army's Intelligence Reconnaissance in the East; Wire5and Radio 
Reconnaissance; the Listening Service The buildup of the Wehrmacht in the prewar years was 
accompanied by the development of the intelligence force into a modern means of command and 
control. General Fellgiebel, as Chief of Army Intelligence, initially created 8 listening companies in the 
intelligence force inventory to assess the enemy situation.6 "Radio reconnaissance, later intelligence 
reconnaissance, -was a special task of the Nach rieh truppe, which was exercised with ever-increasing 
success."... "There was operational, tactical, and combat radio reconnaissance." 7 Radio reconnaissance, 
especially the Wehrmacht's so-called listening service, decisively advanced by Fellgiebel, was already 

in widespread use during the Polish campaign, but it was unable to create a clear picture of the enemy 
situation until the beginning of the Wehrmacht's first operations. After the end of the Polish campaign, 
Army radio reconnaissance continued to observe the Soviet troop march in eastern Poland, apparently 
without being able to gain any major insights into the strength and structure of the Soviet formations.8 
German radio reconnaissance achieved good results in monitoring tactical and operational radio traffic 
during the Russo-Finnish War of 1939/1940 due to favorable reception conditions of space waves in the 
shortwave range. 9 At this time, the military leadership probably did not yet see any need to intensify 
radio reconnaissance against the Soviet Union. During the "Sitzkrieg" in the West, of course, only 
limited radio operations were conducted. With the beginning of the French campaign on May 10, 1940, 
however, tactical and operational radio reconnaissance was able to report a number of successes, such as 
the establishment of a new front on the Aisne River as well as the reconnaissance of the overall French 
deployment with 60 divisions at the Weygand Line and its clear determination of the center of 
gravity.10 This was proof of the high effectiveness of the Wehrmacht's listening service. Colonel 
General Halder later described intelligence reconnaissance as "the richest and best source of intelligence. 
"11 Referring to the radio service of his own troops, however, Fellgiebel expressed the view: 

"Gentlemen, radio is treason The detection of Red Army transmitters, moreover, made it possible to 

conduct radio direction finding, so that future intentions could be inferred by determining the 
concentration of command posts in a given area. The intelligence work in the east after the French 
campaign was initially conducted for defensive use only, starting in June 1940. There was no 
concentration of intelligence forces for reconnaissance of the Red Army in the summer of 1940; 
intelligence material was used only in the interest of securing intelligence for "Seeléwe." Thus, in 
Directive No. 16 on the preparation of a Wehrmacht landing operation in England, issued by Hitler on 
July 16, 1940, it is stated: Quote 1.1 '"4) The necessary preparations for the intelligence links from 
France to the English mainland are made by the Wehrmacht Intelligence Chief. The installation of the 
remaining 80 km of East Prussia cable is to be provided for in conjunction with the Kriegsmarine. " 13 
Still on July 26, 1940, Halder consulted with Fellgiebel on the expansion of the intelligence system in 
the coastal strip for all 3 Wehrmacht sections in preparation for the landing on the British Isles "Sea 
Lion, "14 so that Fellgiebel had to report to Halder: "Er- ginzung (des der Verf:) Ostnetzes zur Zeit 
nicht méglich. "15 All available forces were to be called upon to ensure the preparation of "Seeléwe" in 
accordance with Directive No. 17 for the conduct of the air and sea war against England of 01 August 
1940. A more half-hearted reversal from this view, expressed on 26 July 1940, that no intelligence forces 


could be freed for the East because of the planned "Sea Lion" enterprise, to the decision to become more 
active in the East, did not take place until after 01 August 1940.16 On 01 August 1940, Major General 
Mareks reported to the Army General Staff the results of his study on a possible Eastern campaign. 
Halder's task to the leading division chiefs of the General Staff on that day was "...first of all, in the 
various areas of the Generalst. Service to examine mentally which questions for the command tasks of 
the OKH are raised by the new political decision. "17 Fellgiebel, who had not attended this meeting, 
was not informed of this task until later. As of 28 August 1940, 3 fixed listening posts and 3 mobile radio 
listening companies could be used to conduct radio reconnaissance in the east. 18 But even the 
communications to secure Army Group B, which had been transferred to Poznan, could not be 
guaranteed until October 15, 1940, because of the intelligence forces distributed in the other theaters of 
war.19 Due to an unclear command situation regarding the further course of the war and in view of 
further tasks, there was no concentrated deployment of the radio reconnaissance forces in the east even 
in September/October 1940. Thus, the Army General Staff reported as late as October 10, 1940, that 
"22 Kp. of the Intelligence Force in the Air Force, 10 Kp. of the Intelligence Force in the Navy "were 
assigned to repair work, which was not to be released until February 1941.20 A wide variety of 
preparatory tasks for the Intelligence Corps also resulted from Instruction No. 18 of 12 November 1940 
concerning preparatory measures of the High Command for the conduct of the war in the near future, 
the removal of Gibraltar, a possible participation in the Italian offensive against Egypt, possible necessary 
actions in the Balkans, the provision of intelligence for Army Group B in the east, and the improvement 
of the bases for "Sea Lion". Despite this high number of other tasks, General Fellgiebel was convinced 
that 80% of all reconnaissance information in the east about the Red Army was worked out by radio 
reconnaissance of the few forces deployed in East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement. A small 
reinforcement of the forces in the east took place only on the basis of a directive of the Army High 
Command of 06 September 1940 in the fall of 1940. Thus, the focus of German Army radio 
reconnaissance also gradually shifted in the direction of the east. Of a total of 17 available units of Army 
radio reconnaissance, 7 units were deployed in the east, with 250 receivers. Only after the beginning of 
the deployment in February 1941 the number of listening units arriving in the East increased. The 
contemporary witness Heydorn reported about it: Thus, the 292nd Infantry Division (8th Wave) was 
transferred to the Generalgouvernement after the French campaign. Until mid-December 1940, normal 
garrison duty was performed at the Nachrich- tenkompanie. There was no war readiness of any kind. It 
was not until about Christmas 1940 that the company was ordered to be prepared for a possible 
emergency. Information about this was published on the bulletin board of the intelligence company. 
The Intelligence Reconnaissance Platoon 292 of the Radio Company of the 292nd Infantry Division 
was set up at short notice and almost improvised only in March 1941. It was not until 04 April 1941 that 
the Nachrichtennahaufklarungszug was deployed to the border. The eavesdropping results, almost 
without exception coded texts, did not permit any content evaluation in the platoon. Heydorn reports 
about it: Every Saturday, Kradmel- der passed on the material that had accumulated during the week to 
the listening company, which at that time was located in Biala Podlaska." 21 Plain-text recordings of 
importance, however, were to be reported directly to the Ic of the Divi- sion. In all, Intelligence Close 
Reconnaissance Platoon 292, which was deployed for only eleven weeks, forwarded a very large number 
of cipher sayings to the listening company. 22 Decipherment of the intercepted Red Army sayings, 
facilitated by poor key security, was performed by the Army's decipherment units. However, 7 
independently operating agencies were engaged in deciphering foreign cipher scripts (Auswartiges Amt, 
Oberkommandos der Wehrmacht, des Heeres, der Luftwaffe und der Kriegsmarine, Forschungsamt, 
Reichssicherheitshauptamt). A concentration of forces in the cryptological field did not take place until 
November 1944, on Hitler's orders.23 However, there is no evidence that the Red Army was able to 


crack the German "Enigma" cipher system.24 The timing of the reinforcement of reconnaissance 
activities in the east is also evidenced by the following statements of an eavesdropper from the 21st 
Infantry Division (East Prussia/West Prussia), which was moved back to its home bases in the Mari- 
enburg/Elbing area in the period from September 10 (start of transport) to September 16, 1940. In 
Booklet 7 of the Radio Company of the 21st Infantry Division, covering the period from February 20 to 
June 24, 1941, there is the following entry under March 16, 1941: "Since Thursday the intelligence 
platoon under Lieutenant Rémer has been deployed to the Russian border. Thus, the company was 
somewhat dwindled today at the parade. " And then under April 14, 1941, with the location 
Mihlhausen, Kreis Pr. Eylau: "Yesterday, on the first Easter Day, I visited the 4th Platoon, which has 
been deployed on the Russian border since February 15. ... The results achieved by the platoon so far are 
quite substantial and interesting. "1 Albert Praun, Nachrichtenfuhrer of Panzer Group Guderian, 
confirmed in his notes that he had received the order to deploy to the east in early December 1940. "At 
the beginning of December 1940 came my transfer as an intelligence leader to Panzergruppe Gu- derian. 
"..."At the beginning of January came the first visit to Posen to von Bock's superior army group - 
formerly "B," now "Mitte"-in which Major General OberhauBer was intelligence leader." 2 It was not 
until the end of April 1941 that he went as an intelligence leader with Generaloberst Guderian to 
reconnoiter the staging area for the attack. According to the following account, radio reconnaissance of 
the Red Army's advance from the Ploes- ti area was also organized by the Army Mission in Ru- mania 
beginning in the fall of 1940. As the following diagram shows, it was only after the issuance of Directive 
No. 21, Barbarossa's Case, and with the beginning of the Wehrmacht's deployment in the East, in 
implementation of the deployment directive Barbarossa of the Army High Command of January 31, 
1941, that intensified measures for reconnaissance of the Red Army's 

deployment were initiated, starting around February 1941. The plan of the listening operation of an 
intelligence company of the intelligence regiment of Army Group B of February 13, 1941 (here the new 
edition of the listening plan of June 4, 1941) proves the month of February 1941 as the beginning of a 
more intensive reconnaissance activity of the Wehrmacht in the East. However, the Red Army paid 
attention to strictest secrecy during its concentration in the western border military districts, during the 
advance of its formations. For example, for the deployment of the rifle corps directly subordinated to 
the border military districts closer to the border on June 13-15, 1941, orders were given: Quote 1.4 
"The movement of troops is to be carried out in complete secrecy. The march is to be carried out at 
night and combined with tactical exercises." In the directive of People's Commissar Timoshenko to the 
Western Special Military District of June 12, 1941, on the advance movement of rifle corps of the II 
Strategic Squadron, it says: Quote 1.5 "6. About the arrival of the above-ordered formations and 
formations on the territory of the district no one except you, the member of the Military Council and 
the Chief of Staff of the district may know anything. Open telephone and telegraph conversations about 
the arrival and unloading of troops are categorically forbidden, " 30 The formal explosion of the number 
of radio stations of the Red Army troops concentrating with the beginning of the war on June 22, 1941, 
proves the observance of a hitherto practiced strict radio discipline of the units, formations and units of 
the Red Army during the deployment. With the beginning of the German-Soviet war June 1941, the 
structure and dislo- cation of radio reconnaissance units was approximately as follows: Citation 1.6 "To 
Army Group North belonged the listening unit commander 3 with the listening post Kénigsberg/Cranz 
made mobile and a listening comp. To Army Group Center belonged the listening unit commander 2 
with the listening post Breslau/Striegau made mobile and 2 listening comp. With Army Group South, 
Horchtruppenkommandeur 1 was deployed with two, later three Horcbkompanien. Only eight front- 
line horch units with a total of 250 receivers therefore had an attack range of about 1,000 km. In France, 
at half the width, there had been 10 units with 300 receivers. The number of Russian transmitters that 


would be pitted against the German Army's echo service was estimated at over 10,000. Thus, there was 
an obvious disproportion between the breadth and depth of the reconnaissance radar and the forces 
available, especially since the Reszmv-K6nigsberg shortwave DF base was also not yet operational. " 31 
A field report by Ic of Army High Command 4, dated 27 August 1941, on deficiencies in radio 
reconnaissance before the start of operations in the east is contained in the following citation 1.7; quote 
L7 "I. Ic service. 1.) Reconnaissance. Reconnaissance (geh. Meldedienst and listening reconnaissance) up 
to the beginning of the campaign generally gave a correct picture of enemy conditions and border 
fortifications for the border area; unknown remained the often low effectiveness strength of the 
formations and the enemy conditions in the overall space of the S. U. In general, was not clearly 
recognized: 

the strength of the armored forces in terms of numbers and types and their organization, the 
conversion of the numerous assumed cav. units into mot. and armored units, the total strength of div. 
units, the absence of tanks in the rifle divisions. Reconnaissance remained difficult even after the start of 
the campaign because of the early onset of heavy mixing of the formations and the numerous 
applications of camouflage numbers." 32 It is essential to take note of the following remark in the 
preface to Hey- dorn's book "Nahaufklarung...": "The example of an intelligence reconnaissance platoon 
in the campaign against the Soviet Union 1941-1945 makes it clear that an important area of enemy 
intelligence could only be covered by the im- provisation of young radio operators, who even violated 
the ordered limitation of their tasks with their listening activities." 33 The contemporary witness 
Randewig assessed the results of prewar intelligence reconnaissance in the East direction as a whole as 
follows: Quote 1.8 "The results included ...in the final evaluation: the top division of the Soviet 
Wehrmacht, Army, and Air Force. The structure and strength of the air force had been clarified in 
detail by recording the ground organization; information was available, for example, on aircraft types, 
armament and equipment. On the other hand, the structure of the Army, the status of its reorganization, 
the distribution of its forces and its deployment in border protection were not fully clear. Only partial 
results were available on the radio situation in the Asian part of Russia; the depth of the armament area 
had not been surveyed. "34 Albert Praun, General of the Wehrmacht's intelligence corps, estimated the 
importance of the Wehrmacht's intelligence reconnaissance in the context of enemy reconnaissance very 
highly, even if it could not yet make a contribution on this scale in 1940/1941: "Here, too (among the 
Army troops), as in the Army, the participation of intelligence reconnaissance in total enemy 
reconnaissance had risen to 75% by the fahre 1943 and held at least so until the last weeks of the war, 
when, including the aforementioned fem- spherical reconnaissance, the units of the German intelligence 
force provided 95 °/o of all enemy reconnaissance. "He considered German radio reconnaissance to be 
the surest source of enemy intelligence. "30 The approximately 450 pages of radio intelligence reports 
reported by the commander of the listening troops east, which were submitted daily as the Wehrmacht's 
deployment progressed, prove the valuable results of the Wehrmacht's radio reconnaissance/ listening 
service in the east. 36 , The proportion of German radio reconnaissance in the enemy situation picture 
was never less than 30%, and toward the end of the war it was almost 100%. "37 The Wehrmacht's 
service regulations on radio intelligence stated: Quote 1.9 "Radio reconnaissance is a particularly 
productive and valuable source of intelligence, especially for higher command authorities. It often 
provides insight into the enemy's organization and distribution of total forces and permits conclusions to 
be drawn about operational intentions. Its intelligence has the advantage of immediacy and 
unambiguity. Even if it is not possible to decipher enemy radio transmissions, radio reconnaissance can 
yield information on the enemy's structure and the location of command authorities by careful 
observation of traffic relations and by taking bearings. In such cases, comparison with the results of other 
intelligence sources often leads to far-reaching insights. " 38 Despite the results achieved in 


reconnoitering the Red Ar- mee's deployment, the eavesdropping operation was not without problems 
overall. Quote 1.10 "However, the use of listening reconnaissance in this phase of the campaign did not 
seem to be adequately preplanned by the command, since a central command of the listening operation 
and a determination of eifassing priorities were apparently not provided for, the listening units were 
mostly broken up into small units, and, in particular, bearing reception facilities were not available to 
the extent required. "39 Despite a number of deficiencies in the organization of the listening service, the 
following reports of the commander of the listening troops east, here reports from the early period of the 
German-Russian war, prove their high importance for enemy reconnaissance. The following document 
1.11 shows an example of a radio sketch of the Eastern eavesdropping troops on the position of the 
armies of the South and Southwest Fronts of the Red Army from July 30, 1941. Summary of 
intelligence reconnaissance in the Eastern direction in the pre-war period 1. Under no circumstances was 
the Soviet Union the focus of intelligence reconnaissance before Hitler's statements on the Russian 
campaign, ie. in the summer of 1940. It was not until the fall of 1940 that the weight of intelligence 
gradually shifted to the East in the assessment of the security situation. Generalizing the statements of 
the various contemporary witnesses, it can be stated that organized intelligence reconnaissance in the 
eastern direction did not gradually come about until after the issuance of the deployment order 
"Barbarossa" by the Army High Command on January 31, 1941. 2 Nevertheless, as the many 
documents of the commander of the eavesdropping troops east in the following chapters prove, the 
intelligence reconnaissance brought an essential part of the reconnaissance. It became possible to establish 
a reasonably realistic picture of the concentration of air forces by recording the radio traffic of the 
ground organization, the deployment and concentration of larger formations in the border military 
districts by the radio reconnaissance of the Red Army staffs, Even though the movements of the troops, 
especially the approach of the mechanized corps, could hardly be clarified due to the ordered radio 
silence, especially since there was only little accurate information about the structures or the number of 
the newly created mechanized corps. Despite the problematic fragmentation of the German intelligence 
services, their formal coexistence did not preclude the exchange of acquired information. 3 Intelligence 
reconnaissance became more and more the most reliable source of enemy reconnaissance. Therefore, it is 
not surprising if this type of reconnaissance was considered a top secret and even today not everything is 
disclosed. As Schramm suspects, the stipulation of the service regulation on radio 

intelligence, "When passing on the results of radio reconnaissance, their origin is always to be 
camouflaged." ff still today. Close-range reconnaissance by means of apron and airspace observation 
Close-range reconnaissance, hitherto carried out by the Border Service and the Zollor- gane, only 
became effective with the increasing stationing of troops in East Prussia and the Generalgouvernement. 
Some excerpts, to be understood as examples, from the multitude of available observation reports of the 
troop close reconnaissance of Army High Commands 4 and 9 of 20 April and 11/12 May 1941 are 
reproduced below. .h'r." @niinliiini*""-Io!' "cld",t 11" Observations on 10.5. > At 7.50 Ute, 5 
rtxsslsohe aircraft were sighted over Granne ( 22 km northeastw. Sokolow ); altitude about 1500 m. Uta 
11.45 a.m. Incoming flightBeogee of unknown ratio- nality from oatwArtlger direction in 1200-1500 n 
near Vieaka; Kelter flight over German territory in hord-south direction. At 11.55 a.m. another flight of 
unknown nationality, a biplane, flew in from an easterly direction between Starczewlce and Mogialnlce 
at an altitude of about 1200 m. It flew over German territory in a southerly direction towards Korczew 
(20 km south of Drohiczyn). Veiterflug eowtit detectable in western direction. At 3:50 p.m. two aircraft 
of unknown nationality approached from an easterly direction. Return and departure, 4 hours later, on 
the same route. Inbound flight at about 500 to 800 s altitude in dtoch. Area. Pectungastab Blanrock, Io 
Gefr. Frick of [V./109 committed suicide* and was found on 9.5.41 in a lake near Gerlingen at the 
height of the local shelter IV./109. - Sagessglgugg "estungsstab Blaurock, Ic 16.40 o'clock -eise special 


events- ft - " Taiwan Io 13>00 message of the district Eollhorsissar Grodzlak; An 9.5.41 flew over at 
23.00 o'clock from Russia knowing k>e! Sabody 1 plane flew over the border entlan£ about 5-45= on 
the German side. Known to Czerwin be- obachtet. In Laski u. hahinow was heard only eotoren- noise. 
Altitude 500 m. Erlsmaingszeichas t front green, 'itie green, rear yellow, linds red and right white light. 
42 42 Reports from troop reconnaissance of AOK 4 and fortress staff Blaurock (code name for AOK 9), 
11J12 May 1941; in: German Historical Institute Moscow, Documents of the Wehrmacht, fonds 500, 
finding-book 12454-HGr. B, file 110. The content of the messages attests to the limited depth of 
reconnaissance, i.e., more of a collection of observational results. Despite the limited possibilities, often 
observations without technical aids, close reconnaissance was nevertheless an indispensable part of 
reconnaissance. For our assessment, among others, a number of observations of border violations by 
Russian aircraft are of importance, since such violations would hardly have taken place according to the 
view of the established historiography. Thus, the reports of the High Command of the Wehrmacht to 
the Foreign Office (Docu- ment V.176), in which an increasing number of airspace violations of the 
demarcation line by Russian airplanes deep into the General Governorate and East Prussia were 
reported, are described as fictitious reports. Determination of the control strip by aerial reconnaissance 
The aerial reconnaissance of the units stationed in the east also produced quite good results, but this 
should in no way be confused with the aerial reconnaissance of Rowehl's special squadron for 
reconnaissance of the western border military districts of the USSR. The following control strip was 
selected as an example from the large number of existing control photographs. As document 1.14 shows, 
the measures observed (creation of a control strip, demolition of houses and entire villages, and 
resettlement of inhabitants) by the border troops of the NK VD, often reinforced by Red Army 
commandos, testify to the total isolation of the Soviet Union from its "ally" Germany. Although 
primarily of tactical importance, after collection of the individual reconnaissance reports and their 
evaluation by the Ic of the higher staffs, conclusions about expected actions of the Red Army of 
operational importance could possibly be worked out. Reconnaissance by the Luftwaffe in the East; the 
Fremden Luftwaffen Ost - Abteilung im Oberkommando der Luftwaffe After the establishment of the 
Luftwaffe as the third branch of the Wehrmacht, the Fremden Luftwaffen Ost also came into being in 
1935 as the 5th Abteilung Ic in the Luftwaffe Joint Staff. In 1938, Colonel (G.S.) Josef Schmid was 
appointed chief of the division, which he led until 1943. As with the Foreign Armies East, the Eastern 
Group, consisting of five units, did not concentrate its work on reconnaissance of the Soviet Union and 
its air forces, but was responsible for the air armament industry and the air forces of Poland and 
Czechoslovakia as neighboring states, as well as for the Soviet Union and all Balkan states. Due to the 
Western campaign, the Eastern Group was further thinned out. Pahl writes: 

"After the end of the Polish campaign, the Eastern Group was initially reduced in personnel, since 
there was hardly any information on the Soviet air force for its editors to analyze. Schmid stated in a 
postwar account that "the processing of Russia (ceased) ...almost completely, since intelligence gathering 
and agent service were completely discontinued. "And Pahl continues, "During the Battle of Britain, the 
Ostgruppe, in the course of a clear emphasis, gave up personnel to the Westgruppe. which was lacking 
for analysis on the Soviet Union." 44 The Available Reconnaissance Air Forces The German Air Force 
had a high percentage of reconnaissance air forces. In 1939 the reconnaissance air forces of the Luftwaffe 
comprised 16.6% 45 of the air forces of the Luftwaffe, while the reconnaissance air forces of the Red Ar- 
mee 1t. a decision of the Council of People's Commissars of the USSR of 05 Novem- ber 1940 were to 
account for only a 7.05 °/o share of the strength of the air forces (excluding fighter forces of the air 
defense of the country and excluding naval air forces) of the USSR by the end of 1941. In the case of the 
Fem Reconnaissance Aviation Forces, the ratio was 8.74 °/o of the Air Force to 2.75 °/o of the Air 
Forces of the USSR.46 These reconnaissance aviation forces, as parts of the Air Force, were of course 


not deployable in peacetime or in preparation for military campaigns for reasons of secrecy. In 1939, the 
Versuchstelle fiir Héhenfliige e.V. was founded as a civilian camouflage operation with headquarters in 
Oranienburg- Wilhelminenhof. There was a close cooperation between the long-distance reconnaissance 
agencies and the Amt Ausland/Abwehr, led by Admiral Canaris. Due to close cooperation between the 
Luftwaffe and Hansa-Luftbild GmbH, the territory of the western countries was well covered by aerial 
photographs. In the early years, zeppelins of the Deutsche Zeppelin Reederei GmbH also participated in 
the photographic reconnaissance of British territory during flights over Great Britain. An evaluation of 
the available information on the missions of the photo reconnaissance forces shows that in the run-up to 
World War II they were generally used for reconnaissance of the territories, armament potentials and 
spaces of the armed forces of the countries bordering Germany on occasion also of more distant 
countries (USA, Soviet Union, South America, North Africa, etc.). As early as 1938, a concentration of 
photographic reconnaissance towards those countries against which military action was required, such as 
Czechoslovakia, can be noted. Hansa Luftbild GmbH, which was under the direction of Rowehl, was 
transformed at the beginning of the war into the reconnaissance air group of the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Luftwaffe, with the headquarters in Oranienburg. Effective 01 Sep- ber 1939, the Reconnaissance 
Group of the Commander-in-Chief of the Air Force, was directly subordinated to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Air Force. The first squadron of the reconnaissance air group was formed by former airmen 
of Hansa Luftbild GmbH, while the second and third squadrons were made up of Luftwaffe airmen. 
Nevertheless, a large part of the reconnaissance flights were carried out by aircraft with civilian 
markings in the interest of camouflage. With the declaration of war by France and Great Britain to 
Germany on September 03, 1940, photo reconnaissance flights naturally concentrated on these 
countries. Thus, about 90 °/o of the territory of Great Britain is said to have been fixed on aerial 
photographs. These aerial photographs of the Royal Air Force's ground organization, armaments 
factories, harbor facilities, etc. were included in the "Aerial Geographical Description of Great Britain" 
and corresponding target files. The Femaufklarstaffel Rowehl was also involved in special air 
reconnaissance missions and other special actions against Great Britain, especially in preparation for the 
execution of "Seeléwe". Photographic reconnaissance of Norway focused on detecting possible landing 
attempts by British troops in Norway or possible anticipated enemy strikes to cut off ore supplies via the 
port of Narvik. The Luftwaffe's concentration of long-range reconnaissance on the western countries in 
1940/1941 is also confirmed by Dietrich Willms, a former lieutenant and long-range reconnaissance 
officer in the Luftwaffe. He stated, "The insertion of aerial reconnaissance extended to all European 
countries, especially England and France," and "After the occupation of Poland, France, Holland, 
Belgium, and the Nordic countries, the units of the reconnaissance group remained scattered 
throughout Europe... "41 When did concentrated and secret aerial reconnaissance from high altitudes 
against the Soviet Union begin? With the end of the German-Polish campaign, the USSR, now asa 
bordering state of Germany, naturally became interesting 

for photo reconnaissance as well. Although it is repeatedly claimed that Rohwel's long-range 
reconnaissance units had already been conducting reconnaissance over the territory of the USSR long 
before the start of the preventive strike, photographic reconnaissance of the Soviet Union was not 
initially considered to be an urgent main task, as described above on the basis of the Western campaign. 
H. Eyermann in his two-volume edition published in 1963: "The letter (the letter is here without 
meaning of the author) was written in June 1937, because at this time large-scale spy flights of the 
Rowehlsche Sonderkom- mandos over the territory of the Soviet Union began...". However, the author 
did not find any documents on this. However, Eyermann himself qualifies his statement with the 
following sentence. "In the years 1939 to 1941, the main focus of their espionage (that of the Rowehl 
reconnaissance squadron of the author) was in the USA, since the American aircraft factories were busy 


with armament orders for the Royal Air Force, the main adversary of the Goring air force at that time. 
"8 Whereas in the Western countries, when Deutsche Lufthansa AG flew, for example, to Africa, 
South or North America, its information about the infrastructure, armament centers, bases of the air 
forces of the countries flown over was certainly of some information value for the general staff, in the 
USSR this was hardly possible due to a very restrictive system of the approval procedure for civilian 
flights over the territory of the USSR. Lufthansa's attempt to establish civil air traffic to Siberia also 
failed. Certainly, at the end of 1940/beginning of 1941, a lot of information about the Red Army and its 
air forces was available due to the partly very close cooperation in the 1920s, e.g.: about the location of a 
number of airfields, aircraft technology available at that time, the level of training of pilots and crews, 
etc., which, however, was often outdated. Considering the construction of new airfields and the 
expansion of the military infrastructure in the newly conquered territories of Western Belarus and 
Western Ukraine, the Baltic States and Besarabia in 1939/1940, these outdated data could no longer be 
used for the creation of a target data map. While Hitler still rejected an application for the establishment 
of an air reconnaissance squadron for aerial reconnaissance over the Soviet Union, which had already 
been submitted by the Army High Command at the beginning of September 1940, in October 1940 he 
personally gave the then Lieutenant Colonel Rowehl the task of assembling fem reconnaissance units 
that could reconnoiter the western Russian area from high altitude and up to a depth of 300 km 
unnoticed by the Soviet Union by means of aerial photographs.49 Quote 1.15 "Feverishly, special 
machines of suitable types were then developed by various companies. They had pressurized cabins, 
engines designed for high altitude performance, sonar systems for the imagers and a large angle of view. 
In the late winter of 1940/1941, the Rowehl Squadron began to fly home. The 1st Squadron flew from 
Seerappen in East Prussia and reconnoitered the White Russia area. The aircraft were He 111s with 
special altitude engines. The 2nd Squadron photographed the area of the Baltic States and the area up to 
Lake Ilmen from Insterburg. Here they flew Do 215 B-2s, a special production of Dornier- Werke. The 
aircraft reached an altitude of 9,000 meters. In the space north of the Black Sea coast, 3rd Squadron 
photographed from Bucharest with He 111s and Do 215 B-2s. From Krakow and Budapest, the special 
squadron of the High Altitude Flight Test Center flew over the area between Minsk and Kiev. Here, 
the Junkers custom-built Ju 88 B and Ju 86 P were used, magnificent aircraft capable of flying at 
altitudes of 10,000 and 12,000 meters, respectively. A sensational altitude for the time." 50 In all, there 
are said to have been 40-60 aircraft specially equipped with pressurized cabins, special altitude engines, 
and son- der imaging devices that reached altitudes between 9,000 and 12,000 meters. The activities for 
the preparation of aerial reconnaissance of the territory of the Soviet Union thus began only in the 
autumn of 1940, i. far after the expansion of the Baltic States and Bessarabia by the Soviet Union as 
well as after the beginning of the deployment of the Red Army, which was ordered by Stalin on July 4, 
1940 and instructed by Timoshenko's directives of July 6, 1940. There is no question that this aggressive 
westward expansion of the territory of the Soviet Union by about 250-300 km as well as first findings 
about the accumulation of Red Army troops were the triggering reason for this statement of intent by 
Hitler. The beginning of a concentrated reconnaissance in the East, in this case on the Bal- can, only in 
the year 1941 is also confirmed by Lieutenant Willms, long-range reconnaissance officer of the 
Luftwaffe: "At the beginning of the year 1941 I received the order to fly a picture plan of the island of 
Corsica from Rome or Cagliari (Sardinia) with a command of three airplanes. At that time, Corsica 
belonged to the territory of France, which was subject to the "sovereign rights" of the Vichy 
government. After completing this mission, we were about to fly back to Paris, but during the flight we 
were suddenly ordered to Dresden. We were transferred to the Wie- ner-Neustadt airfield, from where 
we had to fly missions over Yugoslavia. " Willms went on to explain that special activities were 
developed in preparation for the war against the Soviet Union. "Special commandos, each with three 


aircraft, were already in Norway, East Prussia, Poland, and Romania in 1940. From the airfields in 
Krakow, Seerappen, Plovdiv, and others, the planes took off daily for picture flights over Soviet 
territory. "The author of the book "Der Flug zum Don" (The Flight to the Don), Georg Pemler, 
however, also received this task only in 1941. As Pemler describes in his book (quote 1.16), the 
deployment of the Red Army, the concentration of troops in certain areas, such as in the direction of the 
Lemberg front, was determined by air reconnaissance. Quote 1.16 "A few kilometers north of us lined 
up like on a string white clouds of steam. I counted almost twenty. This was the Nikolaev- 
Dnipropetrovsk railroad line! 

One train after another as far as the eye could see. "... "Heinrich curved up to the railroad line to 
Rostov. On this, too, there was unbelievable traffic. Train after train rolled in from Rostov, almost at 
block intervals. Also in the direction of Melitopol there was a lot going on. Up to Sinelnikovo we 
counted 5 long freight trains. "... "I searched the line to Nikopol, also there freight train after freight 
train. This was no longer normal train traffic, the density of which would have explained the nearby 
Donets region, these were signs of military preparation of gigantic proportions. "... "Westward toward 
Snamenka, transport train rolled behind transport train. The large railroad yard, the center of traffic, was 
packed. Tank cars, trucks, tanks."... "Unloading at Pomoshnaya station. On the road to Uman dust 
cloud after dust cloud. A sign, it seemed to me, that the Soviets were getting the motorized units off the 
rail very early."..."On the rail line toward Shmerinka I countedfive freight trains. The road to Tiras- pol 
accompanied by a huge cloud of traffic jams. In both directions there was a never-ending line of 
motorized and harnessed vehicles. "52 The film cassettes were flown daily by special aircraft from the 
various airfields to Oranienburg for central evaluation. Sketch 1.17 below shows the disposition of Red 
Army air forces during the month of June 1941. Each of the airfields shown here denotes the location of 
the command of an air division with another approximately 3-5 airfields of the air squadrons of that 
division, which could not be shown due to their density. The high concentration of the Red Army air 
forces in the border military districts becomes visible. (Cf. the documents of the eavesdropping service in 
IV and the further chapters.) As this sketch proves, the airfields of the front-line and army air forces of 
all Red Army frontier military districts as well as the major part of the long-range bombing forces of the 
supreme command (1st to 4th long-range bombing corps) were located within the limits of the possible 
reconnaissance area of the Rowehl command. Thus it was possible to reconnoiter the airfields of the 
army and front-line forces of the border military districts with about 7097 aircraft plus 1333 aircraft of 
the long-range bombing forces (as of June 1941). However, the sketch also reveals that only 
reconnaissance aircraft of large range (e.g. He 111) could reconnoiter at a depth of more than about 300 
km. The Luftwaffe's air reconnaissance concentrated on this strip along the border due to the technical 
possibilities of aircraft technology, the high density of airfields to be reconnoitered by the Red Army and 
the limited reconnaissance time. The beginning of the air reconnaissance concentrated on the 
preparation of the attack was about second half of winter 1940/1941, largely interrupted by Rowehl's 
operation in the Balkans. As the above sketch shows, the Moscow rayon was on the border of the 
reconnaissance range. Secured reconnaissance and picture coverage of Moscow did not occur until 4 
days after the start of the German-Russian war with a Ju 88 B-0 from the jump port of Diinaburg. 53 
Aerial reconnaissance by the long-range reconnaissance forces of the Commander-in-Chief of the Air 
Force was not conducted exclusively over the Soviet Union even in the run-up to the German-Russian 
War. Photographic reconnaissance was also conducted over Ireland, England, Gibraltar, in December 
1940 from Sicily over Egypt, from Rome and Sardinia over parts 
of southern France and Corsica (March 1941 from Sardinia), March 1941 from Plovdiv (Bulgaria) over 
Greece and Crete (preparing Marita), and March 1941 from Vienna/Neustadt over Yugoslavia.54 Of 
course, constant sorties were conducted over England in preparation for the air battle and Sea Lion and 


to drop parachute agents over Eng- land and Ireland. The assignment of Luftwaffe reconnaissance 
squadrons to Army and Panzer Groups and Army High Commands was not decided until 27 January 
1941. Accuracy of aerial reconnaissance Although K.H. Eyermann, in his book "Luftspionage", speaks 
about an allegedly intensive aerial reconnaissance of the Luftwaffe in cooperation with Hansa Luftbild 
G.m.b.H. he does not notice a contradiction to his following statement: "The fact is, however, that the 
German general staff maps in the summer of 1941, in spite of all this, made a richly antiquated 
impression, and entire cities, highways, taxiways, dams, power plants, and railroad lines and stations 
were missing from them in large numbers. "55 Thus, even in mid-March 1941, Halder was forced to 
make the following statement to the General Staff of the Army: "11.3.41, morning briefing: alleged 
Russian movement from the Moscow military district to Smolensk and Minsk. This statement raises the 
question why, after allegedly years of thorough air reconnaissance/air espionage, infrastructural 
elements (e.g.: roads, railroads, dams, etc.), which are usually under construction for several years, were 
not detected at an early stage? It is known that the validity of geographic data is subject to a loss of 
credibility of only 10% per year. Thus, geographic aerial information has a relatively long validity 
period. Or should the secret air reconnaissance in the East not have been carried out permanently 
according to a long-term plan, but have been activated at short notice in response to the danger? Early 
on, the Luftwaffe's secret air reconnaissance noted the conspicuous dislocation and high numbers of Red 
Army air forces in the area near the border. While Kinzel, in his conversation note to Halder of July 24, 
1940, mentioned a number of 


